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The Social Problems Project
English 10

People are struggling with a variety of societal problems that limit human happiness and fulfillment, and possibly threaten the future of human existence.  Your task will be to identify a social problem and then research the causes and possible solutions to that problem.  You will use a variety of sources to conduct your research including books, magazines, quality internet sources, surveys, studies, and interviews.  YOU WILL ONLY BE USING INTERNET SOURCES FROM THE DATABASES ON THE LIBRARY WEBPAGE!  YOU MAY NOT USE GOOGLE, WIKIPEDIA, OR OTHER SEARCH ENGINES!  Exceptions may be made to this rule if you can prove to me that the source you have found is indeed a quality source. However, I will make the final decision as to whether it may be included in your paper.  A significant part of your grade is based on the quality and depth of information you present in your paper.
Requirements

· Formal Proposal: In 150 words or more, you will discuss what problem it is that you wish to study, why you wish to study it, and what you think you will find throughout the course of your research.  You will identify 3 main points in which you will focus your research on.  

· Notecards: You will develop at least 20 notecards in which you identify key quotes, facts, statistics, and ideas you will include in your paper. These notecards will be compiled using Noodletools and then will form the basis for your outline.
· Status Reports:  At specific times throughout the project, you will complete short “status” reports that will let me know where you are in your research. 

· Outline:  You will complete a detailed outline of your paper that will include your thesis statement, main points, and supporting details.  This outline will not only guide you when writing the paper, but will also help you focus on what remaining research must be done.  This outline will be developed using Noodletools.
· Research Paper:  In a 4 to 5 page paper, you will examine the problem, causes, possible solutions, and other areas of interest related to your social problem.  Your paper should include references to your sources, including at least 6 sources and 10 citations!  You may use information from polls and research studies related to your topic.  However, charts and graphs must be attached in an appendix if you choose to include them in your paper.
· Works Cited Page:  In proper MLA documentation style, you will list the sources you used for the project.  Your sources must include 6 sources.
**The paper must be typed!  (size 12 font, double space)

Grading:

Proposal ______/50
Notecards _____/100
Outline______/100
Paper______/200
Works Cited_____/450
We will be running all of your research papers through turnitin.com so be sure to document quotes correctly.  Do not attempt to plagiarize on this assignment.  You will be caught and receive a 0%.

****REMEMBER YOU WILL ONLY BE USING INTERNET SOURCES FROM THE DATABASES ON THE LIBRARY WEBPAGE!!!  YOU MAY NOT USE GOOGLE, WIKIPEDIA, OR OTHER SEARCH ENGINES!!! *****
